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impugned the good faith of their reputed discoverer. In Pfaff's later 
years, indeed, the authors of the Turin catalogue pointedly called 
attention to the suspicious circumstances of the alleged discovery, 
chief among these being the complete disappearance of the manuscript 
said to have contained the fragments ; but Pfaff's established position 
as a scholar enabled him to silence, if not to satisfy, these critics with a 
few general remarks. 

Professor Harnack, for whom, as the prospective editor of Irenaeus, 
all literary remains of that Father have a peculiar interest, has devoted 
the first half of this new Heft to the investigation of these fragments, 
and comes to the startling conclusion that they are not the work of 
Irenaeus, nor of any Greek Father, but simply a forgery of Pfaff him- 
self. His elaborate argument cannot be reproduced here, but the fact 
that no one except Pfaff seems to have seen the manuscript, that he 
himself never gave any clear or probable account of it, that the New 
Testament quotations are from the Texius Receptus, that the language 
of the fragments possesses, not the more representative qualities of 
Irenaeus' style reflected in the Latin version of his writings, but the 
peculiarities of the few Greek fragments then recently published, and 
that the doctrines of the fragments, while hopelessly inconsistent with 
all that we know of Irenaeus, are most natural and intelligible as the 
thought of Pfaff — these and other points are urged by Professor 
Harnack with characteristic keenness and vigor in this extraordinary 
and convincing argument. The remainder of the Heft is occupied 
with a series of notes on various patristic passages and documents. 

Edgar J. Goodspeed. 
The University of Chicago. 



AUS DEN QUELLEN DER KlRCHENGESCHICHTE. Von Dr. PAUL 

Mehlhorn. Zweites Heft : Bis zum aten Jahrhundert. 
Berlin: Georg Reimer, 1899. Pp. xix + 256. M. 5. 

Few things are more difficult than to change a long-established cus- 
tom, even when everybody is convinced that the custom has outlived 
its usefulness. This fact is well illustrated in the teaching and study 
of history. Most people have become so accustomed to learning their 
history from the text-books, and thus getting it at second or third hand, 
that they find it very hard to change to the better method of getting 
it as nearly as possible from the original sources. Our great text-books 
have their essential value, but they ought to be used as guides and 
introductions to history rather than as history itself. 
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Of course, one reason why progress in this better method has been 
so slow is the lack of suitable and available collections of material. 
This lack has been felt even in Germany, the land in which more than 
in any other the emphasis has been put upon the Quellen, or original 
sources. 

The qualifications that are necessary for the preparation of such books 
of sources are evident enough — but they are very stern. They are wide 
and accurate learning, broad sympathies, superior judgment, and large 
libraries. 

In the book before us we have one of the best evidences that things 
are moving in the right direction. Dr. Mehlhorn shows that he has the 
learning, the sympathy, and the judgment, and he is fortunately located 
at Leipzig, where he has access to a great university library. This 
work is the second instalment, or rather the continuation of a plan 
partly realized before. The first part was a collection of sources from 
the first century to Constantine. The second part continues the col- 
lection to the ninth century, or to the death of Charles the Great. 

Dr. Mehlhorn begins with the imperial church. He supplements 
the material with critical notes. From this material the reader may 
learn at first hand about the origin of the imperial church as seen in 
the deeds of Constantine the Great, in the conflict over the person of 
Christ, the Council of Nicaea — its calling and opening, and the result- 
ing Nicene creed. In the same way he takes up the church fathers, 
beginning with Chrysostom, following with the condition of the 
church and its institutions. 

The second general division treats of the origin of the papal church, 
discussing the history of the development of the power of the Roman 
bishops and of the leading popes. The third division treats of Ger- 
man church history in its beginnings and its extension. 

We welcome this book as a contribution both to the substance of 
church history and to the method of study that is destined very soon 
to prevail among all earnest students of history. 

J. W. Moncrief. 

The University of Chicago. 



The Church of the West in the Middle Ages. Vol. II. 
By Herbert B. Workman, M.A. London : Charles H. 
Kelly, 1900. Pp. xv + 322. 2s. 6d. 

This second volume on the Middle Ages is in some marked par- 
ticulars better than the first. The author has supplied many valuable 



